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Growth of immigrant communities in Twin 
Cities and Greater Minnesota 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970-2010 



How many additional “older adults” will 
Minnesota gain during this decade? 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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Unprecedented increases in MN’s  
“older adult” population  
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Why are these changes so marked now? 
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Since the recession, slightly higher labor 
force participation of older adults 
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Labor force growth is projected to slow 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Minnesota State Demographic Center Projections 
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Minnesota’s projected net migration and 
natural change, 2012-2065  
 

Source: State Demographic Center projections, U.S. Census Bureau data used as base population for projections 





Percent age 65+ by county, 2008-2012 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census Explorer 



Source: CURA Reporter, 
Winter/Spring 2014 

Population loss 
along western 
edge of state, 
down into 
Southwestern 
prairies has 
been long-
standing 

from U.S. Census Bureau data 
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Wide range of immigration patterns across 
Greater MN 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 American Community Survey. 

Percent foreign-born in Greater MN Counties: 
• 3 counties: > 10% 
• 16 counties: 3-10% 
• 61 counties: < 3% 

 



One dot = 500 
foreign-born 
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Labor force participant's birthplace, 2012  
Minnesota Other U.S. state Foreign-born

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 



Our foreign-born population is becoming 
increasingly diverse 

Source: Tabulated by the Minnesota State Demographic Center from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series, U.S. Census Bureau data 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Oceania

North America

Africa

Latin America

Asia

Europe



Foreign-born from Latin America, 2012 

Source: Social Explorer 



Foreign-born from Africa, 2012 

Source: Social Explorer 



Foreign-born from Asia, 2012 

Source: Social Explorer 



Foreign-born from Europe, 2012 

Source: Social Explorer 



Minnesota’s projected net migration and 
natural change, 2012-2065  
 

Source: State Demographic Center projections, U.S. Census Bureau data used as base population for projections 



Our demography will move us beyond a “costs 
& contributions” narrative 

All reports  shown here use U.S. Census Bureau data 



3 growth strategies for rural Minnesota 

1. Create new narrative about immigration 

2. Protect, strengthen and promote assets that 
make rural Minnesota attractive to immigrants 

3. Consider new opportunities that become 
available to rural MN as the knowledge 
economy continues to take shape 
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